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ABSTRACT 

This Kids Count report details county and statewide trends 
in the well-being of Oklahoma's children. The statistical portrait is based 
on eight indicators of child well-being: (1) low birthweight infants; (2) 
infant mortality; (3) births to teens; (4) child abuse and neglect; (5) child 
death; (6) child poverty; (7) high school dropouts; and (8) juvenile violent 
crime arrests. Statewide findings, presented in the report's overview, 
indicate that half of the eight benchmarks (low birthweight infants, child 
abuse and neglect, child poverty, and juvenile violent crime arrests) 
continue to worsen compared to data from a decade ago. Low birthweight 
infants and child poverty worsened further, and child abuse and neglect and 
juvenile violent crime arrests showed slight improvement during the most 
recent year. The other four benchmarks (infant mortality, births to teens, 
child death, and high school dropouts) continued to improve over the 
comparable decade-old data and maintained their slow improvement during the 
most recent year. Current statewide and county data for each of the 
benchmarks are presented in a separate chapter. Each benchmark is defined, 
state and county trends are presented, and racial differences are noted if 
present. The bulk of the report is comprised of county profiles, in which 
data for each of the indicators are presented graphically. Tables of county 
data for each indicator, methodology and sources, and a directory of Kids 
Count Leaders are appended. (SD) 
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